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The many varied events and shows we run — from the
hugely popular Bug Jam and its festival vibe to the
enthusiast events like Fast Show, Jap Show and Retro:
Show, to name but a few — or our flagship events —
the FIA European Championship races and the family
favourites such as Festival Of Power, Flame & Thunder
and Dragstalgia — all have one thing in comman: the
racetrack is the centre of the action.

With the construction of the Texas Motorplex in 1986,
the gold standard of racing surfaces was set. The very
first pass on a new concrete track by a Top Fuel car
in NHRA competition set a new national record. Soon
after the Motorplex was built concrete racing surfaces
were being laid across America and asphalt had had
its day. Santa Pod remained asphalt with a new asphalt
track being laid in 1996, from then on the punishment
of our busy Santa Pod schedule took its toll. In 2013 we
decided again to lay an asphalttrack in the full knowledge

that underlying problems with the foundations under the
asphalt would reduce the longevity of the track and
these problems would need fo be addressed in the not
too distant future.

The stature of Santa Pod as Europe’s longest running,
most suceessiul and most famous drag racing facility
meant that installing a concrete track was just a matter
time. Atthe end of the 2017 season that time had come.
Consultations with NHRA track specialists began in
August and design meetings with structural engineers
in the UK followed soon after. A contractor was invited
to bid on the project and plans were drawn up. The
confractor in question was Knights Construction,
specialists in concrete floors of the type one might find
inmassive distribution centres.

What stood out for us with Knights was their MD, Matt
Jones. His enthusiasm and commitment, research and

specialist project meant that as a company we felt safe in
his hands. The task that lay before us in November 2017
was an unusual one: we had to lay an internal industrial
floor outside, in the winter. So with an exploratory trip by
Iiatt Jones and myseif to an NHRA event, a fuller picture
came together, specifically on the surface finish to allow
for the best pre-race prep to take place.

Work began in November. The project involved removing
the entirety of the previous track, the WW2 runway
underneath and the rough foundations underneath that.
Knights recovered some 4000 tonnes of high quality
foundation material from the old runway which was
crushed and stockpiled ready to re-use. When the track
was gone we tested the clay sub-base for compaction
and received disappointing results, meaning that we had
o remove more than 5000 tonnes of unsuitable clay
material to reveal a firmer layer underneath. Further

Al of this sits on a geogrid mesh and a network of
drainage that keeps the constructi from water
at the very. bottom of the 750mm-deep fo

Knights installed more than 1.5 kilom

channels that run down each side of i track and fink
together under the track itself. Nearly 1,000 sheets of
steel mesh were laid on top of the foundations ready for
the concrete itself to be poured. This stage was reached
before Christmas but weather conditions were not good
enough to pour concrete, so we had to wait. One of the
major challenges of this entire project was of course:
the weather. Conditions for pouring concréte needed to
be right; temperature and wind conditions had to be at
agreed levels and we could have no rainfall.

point. The method used involved a state-of-the-art laser
screed machine that [evelled the material to pinpoint
accuracy. The experienced concrete crew then worked
the levelled material to get the desired finish. What you
see hefore you today will, we hope, signify the start of

credible forces
asphalt has the
n it

way. The hardness of the material means that power is
not absorbed, it is reflected and this will give the racers
who thunder down our famous ¥z mile a whole new set
of challenges. [twill be aminteresting period, not that it's
anything other than interesting at Santa Pod.

= Neale Saunders, Project Manager.




